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Decreasing the Achievement Gap in Public Schools
Funding is a fundamental component in providing high-quality education. However, allocating equal funding for every student will not guarantee that all students will have a rigorous educational experience. School finance reforms should focus on the quality of every school by not only using the excellence of instruction but also the rigour of the classes (Best & Kahn, 2016). Different methods should be used to evaluate school funding other than a standardized test. By doing so, there will be a significant decrease in the achievement gaps. School quality review teams is an approach that might help evaluate any school funding. The evaluators can focus on school-wide issues, trained educators and community members to observe the curriculum, resources, facilities and based on the observation, they can write reports with specific recommendations for improvement (Best & Kahn, 2016). This kind of approach will determine what additional resources are needed for the students and how different welfare programs can be funded especially for students from poor families.
The government should also focus on investing in supporting education and related services of the schools that face most risks of experiencing achievement gaps. This will address the inequalities in funding per-pupil in a region and the students in the region can receive funding that will be used in facilities development. These strategies are powerful tools in closing the achievement gaps. Moreover, the government should focus on the quality of education as the driving goal of an equitable education finance system. This will help prioritize increment of quality educational opportunities for students which will raise the number of educational achievements in different schools.
Various achievement gaps have been identified by different policymakers. To help close those gaps a teacher is needed to play crucial roles. As a school teacher, driven by a central aim to help all students succeed, I would focus on building the instructional capacity and tools that can cater for all levels of students placed under my care. This approach is consistent with students who require teacher assistance of varied magnitude. Collective discussion is fundamental since it helps students perceive and respond to the limitations that they might have in their learning process at school. This helps them identify and address the structural and systematic inequalities that may be present in their curriculum. A second approach that will help close the achievement gaps is to focus on promoting skills and knowledge to the students by adopting learner centered approaches to teaching and learning. The main focus should be on student learning rather than program implementations, as a teacher I would envision how new intervention and reforms could come together with my teaching skills to help the student achieve their goals. I would also build and focus on forms of parental involvement in a student academic journey. Parent involvement improves student performance and lowers the level of any school dropouts (Gregory et al., 2016). This type of strategy seeks to identify strengths and weakness of the students and it also helps create a platform where the student-parent partnership is enhanced to create positive movement in regards to student academic progress.
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